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The Opportunity For All Campaign
For all of us who've been working for a federal budget that is just, the most crucial moments are almost upon us.  
There are three ways you can act to make sure our work up to this point is a success. 
1. CALL-IN to Congress on Federal Budget Tuesday and Wednesday, March 15 & 16
Call your Representative and Senators: Tell them, Don't Cut the Basics!
· Tell them: Protect children, older people, people with disabilities and families by opposing cuts in nutrition, health care, education, and other vital services. 
· Tell Senators:  Please support the Smith-Bingaman amendment to strike cuts to Medicaid and the Feingold-Chafee "pay-as-you-go" amendment to hold new tax cuts to the same limits now applied to new spending, to prevent unaffordable tax cuts from deepening the deficit and forcing cuts in vital programs. 
 Use this toll-free number, 1-800-247-2971, to be connected to your Senators or directly call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.  The toll-free number is provided courtesy of the American Friends Service Committee which has launched a new budget campaign, www.saveourservices.org.  Don't be discouraged if the lines are busy -- we want calls to pour into the Senate offices!  You can also find your Senators' direct lines at www.senate.gov.


2. EMAIL A LETTER about the federal budget to Congress using CHN's easy-to-use email letter.  
Surprise your members of Congress -- Show them that you're paying careful attention to the budget and call on them to support specific amendments that would remove cuts to human needs programs.  
Access CHN's federal budget email letter and get more online information by clicking on the "Take Action" box on CHN's main page or clicking directly onto this link: http://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizations/chn/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=374

3. CALL FOR CHILD POVERTY STORIES TO SUPPORT NEW KENNEDY AMENDMENT. 
Senator Kennedy is planning to offer an amendment on the budget to commit the U.S. to the goal of eliminating child poverty.  The amendment would set a national goal of cutting child poverty in half within a decade, and to eliminate it entirely as soon as possible thereafter.  It enacts a one percent surtax to be paid by our wealthiest citizens (on income over $1 million/year) in order to meet the needs of our most vulnerable citizens.  

To build support for this amendment, Senator Kennedy's staff is searching for compelling stories that illustrate the problems poor families with children face today.  If you have stories, based on your own experience or the experiences of those you have worked with, demonstrating the need for national commitment to end child poverty, please send them to swamhoff@chn.org and write "CHILD POVERTY STORY" in the subject line.  The deadline for stories is close of business on Tuesday, March 15.
