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Media Blitz Needed on Medicaid Relief to States

ANCOR Talking Points for Letters to the Editor, Op Eds, and 

Radio/TV Talk Shows*
Suggestions to ANCOR Members for Addressing FMAP in Their States
· As of January 2009, 46 States are Facing Budget Deficits of $350 billion Over the Next 2 ½ years (Center on Budget Policy and Priorities http://www.cbpp.org/9-8-08sfp.htm. The rapidly deteriorating economy confronts states with their toughest budget decisions in years. Absent federal intervention, state and local governments will make substantial policy changes in Medicaid programs.  

· Who You Are, Why You Care So Much.
· Why Medicaid Matters and Why a Substantial Additional Infusion of Federal Medicaid Assistance is Needed Now in Your State.
· Medicaid Spending Helps Save American Jobs in Private Sector
· Medicaid Spending Generates Local and State Economic Activity
· Temporary Increase in Medicaid in the Past Was Effective Tool—Now We Are In a Worse Economic Crisis. Congress passed and President Bush signed a bill in 2003 that provided temporary federal Medicaid increase which helped states deal with an economic downturn. Economists report that the stimulative effect of the 2003 federal Medicaid funding helped prevent deeper cuts in Medicaid then. 
· State Must Fairly Allocate Medicaid Increase to Support Disability Services and Providers
(*See next pages for further details and resources for more specifics)
Additional Specifics to Help with Media Efforts

· As of January 2009, 46 States are Facing Budget Deficits of $350 billion Over the Next 2 ½ years (Center on Budget Policy and Priorities http://www.cbpp.org/9-8-08sfp.htm.
· Crisis is likely to last longer and be deeper and unlike other recessions in recent history.
· The rapidly deteriorating economy confronts states with their toughest budget decisions in years.
· Federal help is needed to address a significant deterioration in state and local government budget deficits. 

· Without additional federal assistance, states may rush to make cuts in services and provider payments that in the long-run will threaten access to needed supports.
· The national unemployment rate is now more than 7.3 percent for the first time since 1993, and is expected to remain at high levels for some time to come, with unemployment claims rising in January to a 26-year high. (State and local unemployment figures at http://www.bls.gov/LAU/).
· State budget shortfalls are leading at least 39 states to propose or enact reduced services to their residents, including some of their most vulnerable families and individuals.

· Additional cuts are likely in the coming months as states develop budgets for the fiscal year that begins July 1, 2009.

· Providers of community and employment supports are often the largest employers, especially in rural areas.
· Tell the public: As a provider supporting, XXX number of people with disabilities, employing XXX people; or as state association and who you represent; as Board of Director of organization; or as a family member…

· The majority of individuals supported by providers rely solely upon Supplemental Security Income (SSI) for their income and Medicaid for their health insurance and long-term supports in order to live.

· On average SSI income is only 74% of the federal poverty level.

· Absent federal intervention, state and local governments will make substantial policy changes in Medicaid programs.  

· Medicaid helps to preserve vital long term supports to individuals with disabilities

· Medicaid is the lifeline for individuals with disabilities and their families.

· The joint federal-state Medicaid program is the nation’s largest source of funding for vital health insurance and long term supports for individuals with disabilities of all ages.

· Nationally, one in 6 Americans depends upon Medicaid.

· XXX number of people (agency or in state) who depend upon Medicaid. 

· For every 1 percent increase in the national unemployment rate, an estimated 1 million people become eligible for Medicaid.  (Families USA)

· To help states afford the new costs associated with this increased demand for Medicaid 

· To help states avoid significant Medicaid cuts that would reduce access to health care and long-term supports for individuals already struggling to make ends meet.
· Medicaid help could keep states from rushing into short-term fixes to meet their state constitutional requirements to balance their budgets—helping to pay for Medicaid costs that states otherwise would incur and to avert cuts
· Additional federal Medicaid assistance to states will help prevent or ameliorate and deepening recession.
· These include cuts in eligibility, benefits, and provider payments that will make it more difficult to get access to needed services and supports.
· Identify particular cuts or proposed cuts in your state budgets negatively affecting providers and beneficiaries. 
For estimates of your state’s increase in federal Medicaid allocations, see chart.
See your state’s ANCOR 2008 Medicaid and Disability Fact Sheet for specifics.

· Describe what direct support professionals are, what they do, and why their jobs are critical to community living and employment supports.

·  Majority are female with pay levels that leave many close to poverty levels.

· Lost jobs lead to lost tax revenues.  All of which is bad for our community and state and further adds to the deterioration of an already weak economy.
· Not only does Medicaid funding generate jobs, but it provides an economic benefit throughout a community when providers purchase goods and services, when workers spend their paychecks at local stores, and when providers and employees pay local and state taxes. 
· Build Support in Your State Now for Your State’s Medicaid Increase to Help Disability Services

· Call on your Governor, state legislature, state and local officials to use the additional federal Medicaid allocation in a responsible way, accountable to those who are current Medicaid beneficiaries.

· A fair allocation should go to sustain benefits, provider rates and viability of delivery of long term supports to individuals with disabilities.
· State and local governments should allocate the increase in additional federal Medicaid funding to reflect current eligibility, benefits and provider payments for services and supports to individuals with disabilities.
