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American Network of Community Options and Resources
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September 6, 2005

 

Dear ANCOR Member:

The generosity of ANCOR members has been clearly demonstrated in the outpouring of response we've received offering all manner of support and assistance to consumers, provider agencies, direct support staff and others impacted by the enormous devastation of Hurricane Katrina. Thank you so much.

As a national provider organization, we have been working to network with our sister organizations through the Alliance for Full Participation, as well as CMS, ADD, DoL and other federal agencies to determine the best way in which to organize a coordinated response. 

As we shift into sustained support and recovery, we’ve begun to gather contact sources you can connect with on a variety of areas: immediate supply needs, volunteer needs, accommodating displaced consumers and direct support workers, housing, etc. ANCOR has established a disaster relief information page on our web site with direct links to where you can help as well as important information from CMS and DoL. We will be updating this page daily to ensure you have the most up to date information. Go to www.ancor.org and click on “Katrina.” If you are aware of other sites we should list on this site, please contact Jerri McCandless (jmccandless@ancor.org). 

The website resources include contact information for Louisiana state DD emergency teams. We hopefully will have Mississippi information up soon. The Department of Labor has contacted us to participate in a comprehensive job listing network, where employers can list temporary and permanent job opportunities for evacuees to their state. This link is also on the site. 

ANCOR has also been asked to prepare a comprehensive database of providers who are willing to support consumer evacuees and place direct support worker evacuees. Please contact Jerri McCandless at ANCOR if you want to be included on that database. 

At the same time, ANCOR is contacting member agencies in the affected states to determine their specific needs and state associations to determine their collective response. We’ve listed contact information for supporting these agencies on the site. Also, the ANCOR Board of Directors is considering the creation of an ANCOR-specific disaster relief fund; we’ll keep you posted on this as it develops. 

Recovery will be a long process. Some providers have lost infrastructure, residential and other facilities; consumers and direct support and other staff have lost or been separated from family members; have lost homes, cars and so much more. We plan to assess and address these needs moving forward. 

Again, we appreciate the outpouring of support from ANCOR members across the U.S. It’s a true reflection that we remain always true partners in community— everywhere. 
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