[image: image1.jpg]A nationai etuork of providsrs offring qualiy supports to people wii@iabites.

ANCOR ALERT





Date:  December 21, 2005             Contact:  Suellen Galbraith, sgalbraith@ancor.org
Vice President Cheney Breaks Tie Vote in Senate in Favor of 

Adopting Modified Budget Reconciliation Bill (S. 1932) 
December 21, 2005
By a 51-50 vote, with Vice President Dick Cheney breaking a 50-50 tie, the Senate adopted an amended version of the House-Senate budget reconciliation conference agreement and sent it back to the House.  In an unusual pre-dawn vote on Monday, the House of Representatives passed the conference report by a vote of 212-209, adopting a budget bill cutting $39.7 billion in federal spending over five years.
In preparation for a tie vote, the White House had called Vice President Cheney, who is also the President of the Senate, back from a trip to Asia. All of the Democrats, Senator Jeffords (I-VT), and five Republicans—Smith (OR), DeWine (OH), Snowe (ME), Collins (ME), and Chafee(RI)—voted against passing this bill.  These five Republicans, plus two more (Specter of Pennsylvania and Coleman of Minnesota) sent Majority Leader Frist a letter last week urging adoption of a final budget bill with the Senate’s Medicaid provisions, not the House-adopted ones that harmed beneficiaries. 

Due to a point of order raised by the Ranking Minority Member on the Budget Committee, Senator Conrad (D-ND), that the bill contained provisions that violated Senate reconciliation rules, the bill that the Senate passed was actually modified from that adopted by the House Monday. This means that the identical bills were not adopted by both chambers.  So, before the President can sign the bill into law, the House of Representatives must re-pass the amended Senate bill.
Although the House could complete work on this measure by a voice vote when it reconvenes on Thursday, it is likely that the Democrats will call for a roll-call vote.  Such a vote would require House members to fly back from their home districts after leaving Monday for the holidays.  It is more likely that the House will vote on the measure in January. ANCOR will provide its members with more information regarding the House vote.  

The budget reconciliation conference report is more than 774 pages and became available yesterday.  ANCOR staff will analyze Medicaid, Medicare, and other provisions of significance to providers during the holidays.  A more detailed report will be provided in January.
     

