Sample Meeting Request Letter on HR 1279

DATE

The Honorable XXXX

Address

Dear Representative XXX:

I am writing to formally request a meeting with you during the August Congressional Recess to discuss an important issue.  This matter is having dramatic impacts on people with disabilities and those who support them.  

Direct support professionals, the people who provide critical daily supports to millions of Americans with disabilities, are unsung heroes.  They are the frontline staff ensuring that people with disabilities live as independently as possible in their communities.  These workers, and the people that rely on them, need your help.
Poor wages have led to high turnover and many vacancies.  Some providers are seeing as many as 86% of their direct support positions turnover every year.  This dramatic instability in the direct support workforce is taking a serious toll on workers, providers and, most importantly, people with disabilities.

While I recognize the tremendous demands on your schedule, as your constituent, I am asking for a brief face-to-face meeting in your district office during the August Congressional Recess to discuss the local impacts of this issue and significant Direct Support Professional legislation, H.R. 1279, The Direct Support Professional Fairness and Security Act of 2007, before the United States House of Representatives.  

Disability advocates have secured more than 60 co-sponsors for H.R. 1279, and I am counting on your support as well.  It is imperative that we discuss this legislation and what it means to your constituents as soon as possible.  

Thank you for your attention to my meeting request.  I look forward to hearing from your office and appreciate all that you do in Washington.

Sincerely,

XXXXX 

