
Infrastructure: What is it — and what extra money is needed to fix it?
Everyone seems to agree that infrastructure includes roads, bridges, airports and waterways. Broadband and water systems, too. But beyond that, the 
two major political parties and the American Society of Civil Engineers — an engineering advocacy group — have different ideas about what constitutes 
infrastructure in need.
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Infrastructure is at the core of President 
Joe Biden’s “American Jobs Plan,” which 
seeks to modernize the nation’s 
infrastructure while supporting clean 
energy, broadband and modernized 
housing and manufacturing. The plan 
also includes job stimulation, investment 
in rural and disadvantaged communities, 
and support for home health care 
workers. 

A proposal by Senate Republicans defines 
infrastructure as including the categories 
for which it is willing to provide extra 
funding, listed below. The proposal doesn’t 
mention climate change or clean energy, 
but says it wants to “bolster our ability to 
respond to and withstand extreme weather 
events and natural disasters and protect 
the environment.” The “Republican 
Roadmap” included figures for some 
categories that included baseline spending, 
according the The Washington Post. Only 
proposed extra funding is included here.

Engineers released their quadrennial report card on the 
state of American infrastructure, with recommendations 
on extra funding necessary to repair — and expand — 
infrastructure.
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Items in Biden’s jobs plan not traditionally considered as infrastructure
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