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Biden lays out first budget request
President Joe Biden’s first budget request, released on April 9, calls for a total of $1.5 trillion in discretionary 
funding for fiscal 2022. The request includes a 1.6 percent increase in Defense Department funding; an overall 
16 percent funding increase for non-defense programs; and the largest increase in CDC funding in two decades. 
While presidents’ budget requests outline key administration priorities, Congress sets discretionary funding 
levels via the appropriations process.
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Most departments, agencies see funding increase in Biden’s request
BASE DISCRETIONARY FUNDING, NET BUDGET AUTHORITY, BILLIONS OF DOLLARS

Increase from FY 21 enacted

Decrease from FY 21 enacted

Veterans
Affairs

$113.1
+8.2%

Health and
Human Services

$133.7
+23.1%

Education

$102.8
+40.8%

$27.8
+16%

Other agencies
Agriculture

Transportation*

Energy
$46.1
+10.2%

Justice
$35.2
+5.3%

State and 
Int’l Programs

$63.5
+11.9%

Interior $17.4 +16.3%

Nat’l Science Foundation $10.2 +19.8%

Social Security
Administration $9.7 +11.4%

Corps of Engineers $6.8 -12.9%

General Services Administration* $1.5

Small Business Administration $0.9 +9.4%

NASA

$26.6
+13.6%

$25.6
+14.3%

$24.7
+6.3%

Treasury $14.9 +10.6%

Commerce $11.4 +27.7%

Labor $14.2 +14%

EPA $11.2 +21.3%

HUD*

$68.7
+15.1%

Homeland
Security

$52
+0.2%

Defense Department

Total requested: $715
+1.6% increase over

FY 21 enacted

The Department of Education 
would receive an additional 
$29.8 billion in funding, both the 
largest absolute and percentage 
increase of any agency.


